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Course Description

A concise, yet qualified approach to the science and art of biblical interpretation, or hermeneutics. 
Course Objectives and Student Outcomes

To understand and appropriate proper principles of biblical exegesis – the “unpacking” of what a text says and means- and then appropriating that meaning to life.
Specifically, upon completing this course, a student will be able to:

1. Understand the basic construction and structure of the Christian Bible.
2. Distinguish between different hermeneutical methods.

3. Analyze proper approaches to epistemology, language, meaning and the transference of relational communication – especially as relates to the Bible.

4. Utilize research tools to aid in proper hermeneutics.

5. Interact with theological views and Christian living from a hermeneutical perspective.

6. Synthesize what is learned with living out the meaning of the Scriptures- that is read rightly; know rightly; live rightly.

Textbooks (Required Reading)

John’s Gospel (3X)

TBA
Examinations

A midterm exam will be given for each quarter. This will cover the class notes for the first half of that quarter.

An end of term exam will be given at the end of each quarter. This will cover the class notes for the second half of the quarter.

Projects
1. Chapter flow-chart of John’s Gospel
a. This project consists of cataloguing three noteworthy details about each chapter in John’s Gospel and one key verse for each chapter.
b. This project is due at the end of the semester

2. Thematic Analysis of John’s Gospel

a. This project is building an “outline in reverse.”

b. Instructions will be given the first full week of class.

c. This project is due at the end of the semester.

3. Interpretive paper and presentation of a difficult passage in John’s Gospel.

a. This project involves both a 3-5 page paper and a presentation and discussion.

b. The paper will be on a passage that is chosen early in the semester from a list provided.

c. The presentations and papers will be submitted at the end of the semester.
Grading
Grading is based upon participation and quality of effort. Grades given are “A” or “B.”

“Words are just sounds and symbols until you apply meaning to them”

