Why Seminary? An article by Robert Stansberry – President, STS Student Body

The call to ministry is a call to preparation. 
James tells us in his epistle, “Let not many of you become teachers, for you shall incur a stricter judgment.” (3:1) This verse is found in a discussion on the tongue and speaking toward the primary result of a call to ministry – namely, telling.  With this sobering perspective, what of those who have plowed forth full of heart , but empty of hand and head because they forfeited the call to preparation?

Training is no alien concept to any culture in our world today.  What physician need not train to practice medicine? What pilot bears the right to take 900,000 pounds of metal, material and flesh into the air supported only by willingness and a desire to serve? Would we let someone handle our financial future simply because they owned a copy of Mill’s Principles of Political Economy? Most of us even ask for the credentials of a plumber. The truth is, we expect all serious and erudite disciplines in our world to be accompanied by training. As the stakes are raised by the metaphysics of the Eternal and the presence of The Holy, why would there be any less of an expectation for the pastor, the missionary, the theology professor  - maybe even the “regular” Christian to drink deeply of the academy of God? To quote the ancients, “How much more . . . ?”

The Scriptures tell us that we are “earthen vessels”, dirt baked hard. It says that the message we carry is a Treasure. (2 Cor. 4:7) It is the greatest of care and concern for that Treasure and it’s Subject, which drives the one pursuing the office of Christ-slavery to train. It is a compulsion likened to hunger and thirst. He or she who is “called”, as it were, cannot, any other way, satisfy the hunger to know God deeply and then share with others who need God desperately - and need they to delight in Him. This is only natural, organic . . . and then we package it.

It is through the artificial Industry of Christianity that the unstable and untaught distort the truth, speaking half-truths and whole lies, all the while dressed in the beauty of the Savior, Himself – a beauty that was meant for His bride, not the exploitation of her. As scandalous as this seems, the shocking part is how many are not aware that they are a part of this, for lack of knowledge. They just follow the next movement, quote the next best-seller and forward every chain email that bears the subject “Jesus”. A “stricter judgment”, says James.

So, it is to the Book, and the book and the tablet that we turn to be taught, tried and tested. (1 Tim. 3:10; 2 Cor. 8:22) It is through the furnace of the rigors of study and dialog with the sages of the past and present that God strengthens and equips the one who would lead – it is the making of disciples who will make disciples – the harbingers for souls – the servants of God.
In Luke 17:10, Jesus says, 
 “So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, ‘We are

unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done.’ ”  (NAU)
How are we to know ought, unless we have learned? How are we to learn, unless we have studied? How will we please the Master unless, we know and do what we are told? It is a calling – not a profession.  The call is first to the classroom, though  - whether to the group, huddled before a “prof” in his tweed jacket basking in the cool rays of a T8 fluorescent bulb; or one not-so-privileged to be near an official school – tucked away in his own study lost in the classrooms of Carson, Piper, Calvin and Owen. Nonetheless, it is a calling to serve the Master among His people, in His strength, with His words – and you need to prepare. 
A call to ministry is a call to preparation. 
