CCS Bible Interpretation

Interpretive Paper Instructions
RESEARCH PAPER


A.  Length—about 3-5 pages of text, plus bibliography—double spaced.


B.  Form—must follow good research form, as determined by the English and

Writing Department at CCS.
  
C.  Bibliography--at least 10 books

          

1.  General References—Background Commentaries,  Bible Dictionaries,

etc.

           

2.  At least One standard theology—Grudem, Hodge, Strong, Berkhof,

Erickson, etc.

          

3.  Commentaries, Exegetical Commentaries, Lexicons, etc.

           

4.  Other books that reference the text you are writing on.


5. Consider using video (Sermons, debates, lectures), which could also be

a part of your presentation.
    
D.  Text--Select a text from the suggested list below, or receive approval for another specific topic from the teacher.  Topic will be given to the professor on 1st Day of 4th Quarter.

    
E.  Grade--The grade will be based upon:



(A)  FORM:

                
(1) grammatical and literary excellence;

                 
(2) agreement with standard writing procedures


Be sure to check Guidelines for correct form for title page, footnotes,

quotations, headings (kinds and spacing), and bibliographic entries.



(3) written in third person (no “we,” “I,” “you,” “us,” etc.).



(4) page numbering form.

         
(B)  CONTENT:


(1) logical textual/theological content;

            (2) logical organization and procedure (appropriate headings, correctly inserted,

will help).

            (3) evidence of good research in the paper and bibliography;  research should

include, works taking viewpoints different from yours, and two

theological sets.

            (4) “tough,” specific interaction with opposing views;

            (5)  proof for your arguments.


F.  General Research Paper Procedure 



(1) Title page, See Example


(2) Table of Contents, See Example
          
(3) Introductory matters such as The Reason for the Study, and The Procedure of

the Study. Be sure to state the problem clearly in the Introduction.

          
(4) Explain various possible solutions to the problem if there are such;

            (5) Cite authorities where necessary.  A research paper should have several

footnotes. Single space the footnotes, but double space between footnotes. 

Indent first line of each footnote.  Punctuate correctly.  See Example
           
(6) Be sure to interact with opposing views.

            (7) Come to a conclusion with your support of your view.

            (8) Perhaps give the practical implications of the correct solution.


(9) Bibliography, See Example
     NOTE:  For this paper, you do not have to footnote a book in order to have it

in your Bibliography.  The Bibliography for this paper is a works consulted

bibliography, in which you should include those works that you have

consulted and which have been of help in your research.


 
(Note:  I did not say that you don’t have to have footnotes in your paper.)

 
G.  Due:  Paper is due to be turned in and presented from in class at the end of the
4th Quarter on a date TBA. The Presentation will just be an informative

presentation over 10-15 minutes that includes:

1. What text you wrote on;
2. Why it is considered a “difficult passage”;
3. At least two opposing views on what the passage means;
4. Your view, with supporting material;
5. The form should be: Intro, Thesis, Division, Body and Conclusion.

H.  Available Texts:

1. John 1:1-5
2. John 1:6-13

3. John 1:14-18

4. John 1:19-23 (in light of Matthew 11:14)

5. John 1:51

6. John 2:23-25

7. John 3:1-15 (focus on why Jesus rebukes Nic. In verse 10)

8. John 5:30-31

9. John 6:52-58

10. John 6:65

11. John 7:1-9 (Then compare to verse 10)

12. John 10:31-39

13. John 11:4. Compared to John 11:14.
14. John 15:1-11 (Focus on comparing vs. 2a & 6)
Hermeneutics Thematic Analysis Instructions

